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430 REVIEWS OF BOOKS May 

The Fur Trade of North America and Some of the Men Who 
Made It and Maintain It. By Albert Lord Beuoen. (New 
York, The Peltries Publishing Company, 1917. 591 p.) 

In the absence of both a preface and an introduction the 
reader can only conjecture that the purpose of the author in 
writing this book was to provide a handbook of furs and the 
fur trade. The volume consists of brief sketches and notes on 
the various aspects of the fur trade, principally in North America. 
These include descriptions of fur bearing animals and their 
habits, methods of trapping, the preparation and marketing of 
skins, the history of the trade in well-known American markets, 
sketches of men and firms identified with this business, and ex- 
planations of trade terms and customs. 

It is to be regretted that after having collected a large amount 
of material the author of this somewhat bulky volume did not 
spend enough additional time and work in the task of organizing 
his results to make them readily accessible. The reader is con- 
fused by a quantity of information put together with little appar- 
ent regard for unity of thought or chronological order. "Early 
Traders," "New York," "Methods," "Boston," and the modern 
"Cold Storage" follow each other in rapid succession, while 
biographical sketches of prominent furriers are inserted between 
descriptions of "Muskrats" and "Civit Cats," "Automobile Furs" 
and "Prime — Unprime" furs. There are no references to the 
sources the author has used, so the reader is unable to deter- 
mine how exhaustive his study has been. Much of his infor- 
mation seems to have been drawn from secondary material 
with the result that omissions and errors have crept in. In 
describing the fur trade in St. Paul and Minneapolis (pp. 92-98) 
Mr. Belden makes no mention of Henry H. Sibley who, as a 
partner in the American Fur Company, exercised a powerful 
influence on the fur trade of the Northwest for many years. 
Norman W. Kittson (p. 26) did not come to Fort Snelling until 
1834. Moreover he was engaged at the fort as a sutler for four 
years before opening a trading post for himself. In a general 
survey of the North American fur trade a mere mention is not 
an adequate notice of Manuel Lisa (p. 81) whose life is insepa- 
rably linked with the development of the early Missouri fur 
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trade. These and similar shortcomings lead to the conclusion 
that the author has not sufficiently evaluated and organized his 
material. 

Nevertheless the book is an interesting one ; it is well printed 
and attractively illustrated. Much of the material is unique, 
while an index goes far toward remedying the deficiencies in 
organization. Doubtless many readers will welcome it as a sug- 
gestive and usable reference book. 

Jeannette Saunders 



